Summer 2022
east to west is 25!
I know, it’s hard to
believe as we don’t look
a day over 21! At our
recent celebration, we
heard from the four
CEOs who have led the
organisation during this
time. There were lots of
brilliant moments, but
throughout the whole day there was a real sense
of gratitude. Through it all – good times and
tough times, God has been the key to us being
who we are today. We heard remarkable tales
of people discovering hope for themselves –
through the work in schools 25 years ago, to the
work of Supported Lodgings and the work today
in our local hospital.Through it all, God has been
good. We wanted to celebrate!

gave his time so generously in life and left us
this legacy, which we’re using to launch these
two new projects. Clare Sampson (‘Connect’)
and Adele (‘Making the Leap’) are taking on the
leadership of these projects

Finally I wanted to thank you for your support
– of course we celebrate all that God has done
over the last 25 years, but we also know that we
couldn’t have done it without the wonderful and
loyal supporters of east to west.

Making the Leap
“I have three students
(Jubilee High) I work
with who I was worried
won’t cope with college…
I thought, ‘who is going
to look after them?’.
God provided and the
project was suggested! It is so exciting as
it’s something that I know that God is in. It is
where my heart is and I’m really passionate and
excited about it”.

Thank you.
Growth Projects Launched
We were delighted to be able to announce two
exciting new projects – supporting local young
offenders (‘Connect’) and working with young
people moving between school/college and
college/apprenticeships (‘Making the Leap’).
This work was made possible through a legacy
gift. Malcolm, was a long-term supporter who

Connect
“Its objective is to bring
hope to young offenders.
We are going to re-imagine
what hope looks like for
the people we work with,
because it’s not going to
be the same as schools
or hospitals… the project aims to draw out
purpose and value from individuals regardless
of circumstance, using faith to uncover the
presence of God”.

What better way to celebrate our 25 years of
bringing hope, and honouring Malcolm’s legacy
than by launching new work which will bring
even more hope to more young lives? We look
forward to sharing more about these projects in
our Autumn Newsletter as Clare and Adele settle
into their new and exciting roles.

Charity Number: 1131229 – Company Limited by Guarantee Number: 6972769

25 Years of east to west

Saturday 11th June, saw
nearly 150 people join
together to celebrate
east to west’s 25th
Anniversary celebration.
Hosted by one of our
church partners, St.
John’s Egham, we
enjoyed a service of
celebration followed
by excellent food and
conversations as those
connected with east to
west had the opportunity
to meet, reconnect and
build new friendships.

“I just wanted to say a really big thank you for the
lovely celebration to mark 25 years of east to west…
It was so good to be reminded of the beginnings of
east to west, it’s development and it’s future projects.
The service flowed so well, and the worship reflected
the joy and celebration of God’s many blessings.”
Katie Dodsworth – long-term supporter
and guest.

Highlights of our day included Steve
Holloway (our first CEO) sharing the
origins of the charity, Andy Burns (former
CEO) sharing about the ethos, the values
and the early team working in an attic space.
Ant Horton spoke about how we deepened our
relationship and reliance on God, whilst David
(our current CEO), shared our exciting plans for
the future.
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... the joy and celebration of God’s
many blessings.”

The Impact: 2021/22

Joining the team

As we head into the end of the academic year,
we thought we’d give you a snapshot of what
we’ve been up to over the past 8 months. If
you’re a regular reader of the newsletter, you’ll
be aware we added several new schools and
roles during the Summer of 2021. With these
new projects (including 8 new team members)
it means we’re now working across 30 schools
(in Surrey, Hampshire and Windsor) and at St.
Peter’s Hospital (‘Emerge’).

During the
Summer Term,
we welcomed
two new people
into the team.
Natalie has
joined the team
as the Relational
Support Worker
at Hampton
High School.

Alongside Natalie,
Kate has taken on
the role as Relational
Support Worker at
Goldsworth Primary
taking over from
Margaret who
returned to France
at Easter. To keep up
with what’s going on
with our team, you can find them on our website,
www.easttowest.org.uk/who-we-are where
you’ll see exciting updates to our site and bios
on all of our team!
Our current work is highlighted in the above
infographic. In the Autumn we will be able to
share the final numbers from the 2021/22
academic year, but hopefully you can see the
impact that we are having and the needs that
are being met in order to help ‘bring hope to
young lives’.

We wanted to
say a massive ‘thank
you’ to all who prayed for
the event and those who
joined us in celebrating.
We look forward to
welcoming you to
the 50th!

Bringing hope to
young lives

Moving on…
At Easter we said
goodbye to Margaret
who returned to
France. Margaret had
been instrumental in
launching and bedding in
the Goldsworth Primary
School, Relational
Support Work role, doing
a brilliant job of building
key relationships which
we’ve been able to build on. We’re so grateful for
all Margaret brought with her in terms of her love
of east to west and those she served.
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Moving on…
We’re also saying goodbye to Rob Lewis (St.
Paul’s Catholic College), and Tracy Gleeson
(Town Farm Primary School). We chatted with
them to find out what they’ll be up to next.

How have you found working for east to west?
Working east to west has been great, the
dedication, commitment, compassion,
support, professionalism (and fun!) has been
encouraging to be part of.
It’s been a wonderful experience working with
east to west. The team are really supportive,
kind and caring. Everyone shares a common
goal to support young people, and I’ve gained
valuable experience and knowledge I can
utilise in my new role.

How did you hear about
east to west?
You might say ‘I was followed in my daughter’s
footsteps.’ My youngest daughter, Emily started
to work for east to west a number of years ago
(as part of Supported Lodgings), then someone
I had known for many years became the CEO
(Ant) and yet another person who used to work
for east to west came across my path. Without
my realising, God was putting His markers
down.
My friend was volunteering with east to west
at Matthew Arnold. She told me about her work
and it sounded exciting. When a role became
available I applied.
What role did you have?
I work in the role of a Relational Support Worker
at St. Paul’s Catholic College. God has an
awesome sense of humour, I have attended a
Pentecostal Church all my life and God chooses
for me to finish in a Roman Catholic School.
I have found this to be a great experience,
working one to one with students from year 7 to
year 13. Offering support through difficult and
challenging times.

What wisdom would you like to leave with the
team as you move on?
The impact that you have on young people
and their families, only heaven will reveal but
it’s good to look in the mirror at night and say,
‘I made a difference in a young’s person’s life
today!’
When you question if you are doing enough,
remember being there and being present is all
a young person needs.

Prayer Pointers

Exciting News
Over the Easter holidays, two of our team got
married! Rae (Everest Community College –
Basingstoke) and Luke (Epsom and Ewell),
who’d been engaged when they joined the
team, surprised everyone at east to west on
their return at the start of the Summer Term, by
announcing they were husband and wife. Please
join with us in wishing them all the best, praying
for them as they embark on their married life
together, and for their marriage blessing and
reception taking place in August.

•

Please pray as we
continue to recruit for
new roles for projects
starting in September.

•

Give thanks for the new team coming
on board.

•

Pray for our school staff as they rest
over the summer

•

Pray for our team as they prepare for
the holidays – pray they’d be able to
rest and recover

•

Give thanks for our trustees as they
oversee the strategic direction of the
organisation into the future.

•

Please give thanks for those moving on
from east to west – for their dedication
and service during their time with us
and that God would bless them as they
move into their next adventure.

•

Give thanks for God’s faithful provision
for our work. Pray that as we actively
continue seeking funding God’s hand
would be over us and His grace and
favour would be abundant.

•

Give thanks for our supporters for their
faithfulness and kindness over the past
25 years.

What are you going to do next?
I have four beautiful grandchildren and I would
like to spend more time with them. I have a
couple of hobbies that I will continue to enjoy.
I also have a feeling that God hasn’t finished
with me yet and another door of opportunity to
serve Him will open!
I’m joining the Surrey and Borders NHS
Partnership as a youth counsellor, managing
and developing the service to ensure it’s
accessible to young people within the
community! Just a small task!!

Please use the prayer postcards we’ve
included with these newsletters to
help remind you of things to pray for
each term.

I’ve been the Lead Counsellor at Town Farm
Primary School in Stanwell for the past 5 years.
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Student Feedback
Charlotte – Year 10 Student
©Priscilla Du Preez
“Sometimes we have a talk
to clear my mind, and establish what my
problems are and we think about how we
can resolve them. Sometimes we play
games, which cheers me up if I’m having an
off-day. I’m grateful to have that option as
I know a lot of people don’t have that. We
have discussed next steps in my future and
made if feel slightly less daunting. Also it
makes me realise how far I’ve come in my
mental health journey.”

Will – Year 11 Student
“I was introduced to east to west in year 9
and I’ve been have weekly check-ins since
then. They are so vital to my wellbeing and
personal development. I don’t know where
I’d be without them. They’ve helped me
understand all about myself, my difficulties,
my struggles, how I communicate with
others. They are someone I can talk to
about anything. I’ve learned lots of valuable
lessons. They really do help anyone in life
with all the skills they need, they teach
you how to think differently, to be more
understanding, tolerant and accepting.”
Oliver’s Parents – Year 10 Student
“Thank you so much for your weekly
sessions with Oliver - he finds them
extremely helpful and they really lift up his
spirits. Yesterday’s session in particular has
had a very positive impact on him. It was
so thoughtful how you took into account
his worries about his future from the
previous meeting and planned yesterday’s

A huge thank you from the whole family for
making such a positive difference in Oliver’s
life – we need more people like you in the
world!”
We’ve also updated our website, with new
videos. To find and watch these visit https://
www.easttowest.org.uk/stories-of-hope

©Jeremy
McKnight

©Priscilla Du Preez

©Matt Nelson

Thank you so much for your
ongoing support. If you’d like
to get in contact with east to
west, change your details, or
come off of our mailing lists,
please get in touch.
You can do so using:

info@easttowest.org.uk
The east to west Trust;
Unit 3; 80 High Street;
Egham; Surrey;
TW20 9HE
01784 438007
www.instagram.com/easttowest.charity/
www.facebook.com/e2wrelationalsupport
www.twitter.com/east_towest

All photos
on Unsplash

Hannah – Year 9 Student
“To have an east to west worker, allows
me to have someone who can help me
make decisions and has allowed me to
understand what a good and true friend is.
They help when I feel emotions I wouldn’t
normally go about talk about with my
friends due to previous problems. They’ve
been there for me from the beginning of the
situation and throughout.”

one around having a successful life even
when dealing with mental health issues.
Oliver couldn’t stop talking (and that is very
rare - usually it is a real struggle to get any
words out of him!) about Eminem, Einstein’s
brother, etc. He also mentioned your passion
for chocolate cake and making jokes!

